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SWIM ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [5.14 pm]:  I inform the House of a world first and innovative project that has been 
developed in my electorate of Geraldton - a marathon swim across Australia.  The Swim Across Australia will 
see a group of Geraldton residents undertake a relay swim from Geraldton to Sydney.  The participants will 
swim in a specially designed pool, with a filtration system, that has been built on a trailer and will be towed 
behind a prime mover all the way to Sydney.  The aim is to raise awareness and money for the Royal Life Saving 
Society’s Keep Watch campaign.  Each year more than 50 children under the age of five die from preventable 
backyard pool drownings.  The Keep Watch campaign aims to raise awareness of this risk and improve aquatic 
safety across Australia from remote communities to suburban backyards.  As well as having the pool, a convoy 
of swimmers, student supervisors and support personnel will travel through more than 40 towns and cities on the 
journey and arrive in Albany on 7 April.  Swimmers for the event include well-known marathon swimmer Susie 
Maroney as well as school students and community members.  The team sets off next month and it is expected to 
take around three weeks to complete the journey.  I believe that plans have been made to use the pool structure 
as a visiting swimming pool to remote communities when the Swim Across Australia event has been completed.  
This initiative has attracted a great deal of community, corporate and State Government support as well as local, 
national and international media attention.  It is my hope that as well as raising money and awareness for the 
Royal Life Saving Society, this project will raise Geraldton’s profile.  In conclusion, I congratulate Councillor 
Chris Gabelish from the City of Geraldton for developing this project and I wish everyone well with the event. 
 


